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Norstad Testimony before Senate Armed Services Committee.

1. Attached is a copy of the prepared statement made by General
Norstad this morning at hearings on the National Security Act before
the Senate Armed Services Committiee.

2. Please return this copy for our files when you have finiéhed
with it, since it is the only one we have.

STAT

WALTER L. PFORZHEIMER.
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' STATEMENT OF VICE ADMIRAL FORREST SHERMAN, USN
BEFORE THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

(/_Ma@ G, /95579/

I believe it would be helpful if, before proceeding with a detailed
discussion of the proposed National Security Act of 1947, 1 review briefly th=2
background to its drafting. On 31 May, 1946 the Secretary of War and the
Secretary of the Navy submitted to the President a letter in which agrsement
was reached on various matters including 2 Council of Common Defense, 2
National Security Resources Board, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a Central

ime full agreement was not reached on the coordination of
procurement, production, and distribution; with respect to a research agenay, )
or to an agency for the review of military education and training. At that tim2 -

. no agreement was reached on the number of military departments, or on the
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| Washington;

status of the Army Air Forces and Naval Aviation and the functions of the Uniter |
States Marine Corps. ' a .

" The Presideﬁt in his letter of June 15, 1946 , to the Chairman ot the
Military ‘Committees in Congress and the Secretaries of the Military depsst-
ments reviewed the above points and outlined his position regarding taose on

" which full agreement had not been reached.

On 7 November, 1246 Mr. Forrestal invited Mr. Symington, General

~ Norstad, Admiral Radford and me to a meeting at his home at which it was
-~ agreed to draft a plan for unification acceptable to both the War and Mavy Doepart:

ments, and within the scope and spirit of the DPresident’s letter of 15 june, t946: -

" - It was apparent that the issues which would have to be resolved in orier for the

Army and Navy to work better together were as followst

ijst. The Form of administrative organization df the departments in

2nd. The military command érrangements in_Washington; :
3rd. The military corhmand arrangemernts in the field;
4th., The status and futilre of Naval Aviatidn;' ;

5th. The status a;id future of the Marine qups.

- After considerable discussion, it wags agreed that General Nérstad
and I would attempt to work up an agreement. . The program discussed cn that-

. occasion cont_emplated the following:

1st. . Three sep¥rate administrative departments;

Zhd. A Single Secretary of Mational Defense to coordinate the three
military departments and to direct policy; :
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